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 PROJECT DESIGN: OVERVIEW page 1 

Name of Project:  Start a Band! Duration: 1-2 Weeks 

Subject/Course: Guitar / Modern Band Teacher(s): Jensen Grade Level: 9-12 

Other subject areas to be included, if any: 

 
Key Knowledge and Understanding 
(CCSS or other standards) 

MU:Pr4.1.H.8a Describe and demonstrate how a varied repertoire of music that includes melodies, repertoire pieces, and chordal 
accompaniments is selected, based on personal interest, music reading skills, and technical skill (citing technical challenges that 
need to be addressed) , as well as the context of the performances. 
 
MU:Pr4.2.H.8a Identify prominent melodic, harmonic, and structural characteristics and context (social , cultural , or historical ) in 
a varied repertoire of music that includes melodies, repertoire pieces, and chordal accompaniments selected for performance, 
including at least some based on reading standard notation. 
 
MU:Pr5.1.H.8a Apply teacher-provided criteria to critique individual performances of a varied repertoire of music that includes 
melodies, repertoire pieces, and chordal accompaniments selected for performance, and identify practice strategies to address 
performance challenges and refine the performances. 
 
MU:Pr6.1.H.8a Perform with expression and technical accuracy in individual performances of a varied repertoire of music that 
includes melodies, repertoire pieces, and chordal accompaniments, demonstrating sensitivity to the audience and an understanding 
of the context (social, cultural, or historical). 
 

Learning Targets 
 
“I can…” 

- I can select music based on my personal musical interests, my current technical skills, and the context of the performance. 
- I can identify musical characteristics, context, and important factors in my musical selection. 
- I can apply criteria to critique performances and identify practice strategies to address performance challenges. 
- I can perform with expression and technical accuracy and demonstrate sensitivity to the audience and an understanding of 

the context. 
 Critical Thinking/Problem Solving 

- Select music for the skill level, interest, and 
music reading skills, as well as the context of 
the performance. 

- Analyze the chorus including the beat, chord 
progression, melodies, and rhythms. 

- Identify practice strategies to address 
performance challenges and refine 

Self-Management 
- Self-advocacy in music selection. Speak up for your interests 

and ability level. 
- Ask for help in figuring out your part. Start with your 

bandmates, then ask Mr. Jensen! 
- Prepare your part! The success of a band on stage depends on 

each musician practicing and preparing their own part. Come to 
rehearsal ready to rehearse as a band! 
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performances. 
 

Collaboration 
- Give good feedback! The success of a band 

depends on everyone giving each other 
meaningful and supportive feedback. Give 
feedback in the spirit of cooperation and 
encouragement. 

- Take critique well. Remember that everyone is 
trying to help you get better! Understand that 
you can listen to feedback, ask a clarifying 
question, and then apply whatever of that 
feedback you find helpful. 

- Strong Back: Remember that you get to decide 
how you want to play! Have confidence in 
yourself and stand up for what you believe in. 

- Soft Front: Be open to critique, vulnerable 
with yourself, and empathetic to others. 

- Wild Heart: Have fun making music, working 
together, and collaborating! 

Other:  
-  

Project Summary 
(include student role, issue, problem or 
challenge, action taken, and 
purpose/beneficiary) 

Students will join small ensembles to select, interpret, rehearse, and perform the chorus of a song. The music selection process will 
vary by group. Groups will be encouraged to select music from repertoire we have been practicing in class. Students will be 
provided suggestions specific to their proficiency levels and strengths on their instruments. For this project, students should learn 
and perform the chorus of the song only. A longer version of the project for more experienced students could have students 
rehearse and perform whole songs as they gain proficiency in working in small groups.  
 
 

Driving Question  

How do musicians work in small groups to learn and 
rehearse music? What skills do they need? How do they 
make decisions about music? What other decisions do they 
need to make?  

Entry Event  Watch video about starting of a well-known band like the Beatles. Why did they start making music together? How did they get 
started? What was most important for them as they started their musical careers? 
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Products Individual: Learn and perform at least the chorus of a 
song for the class. As a member of the band, you will 
need to play an instrument or sing lyrics! Your 
performance should show attention to technical 
accuracy (playing / singing the right thing at the right 
time) and expressive qualities (playing with emotion 
and inflection). 

Specific content and success skills to be assessed: 
- Performing with technical accuracy. 
- Performing with expressive qualities. 
- Participating and rehearsing as a member of a band. 

Team: As group, perform at least the chorus of a song 
for the class. As a band, you will need to learn the 
music together, practice it together, and rehearse 
playing in time with each other.  

Specific content and success skills to be assessed: 
- Learning and rehearsing together 
- Playing together with precision 
- Stage presence as a band 

Academic Language Supports 
- Language Functions 
- Bricks 
- Mortar 
- Structured Language Practice 
- Close Reading 

 

Forms / Processes to Create 
 
Musical Selection 
Musical Research 
Analysis and Interpretation 
Learning Music 
Rehearsing the Band 
Performing 
Listening / Responding 

 

 

 PROJECT DESIGN: OVERVIEW page 2 

Making Products Public 
(include how the products 
will be made public and who 
students will engage with 
during/at end of project) 
 

Students will either perform their compositions live for the class or record their performances to be shared with the class. All students will need to 
participate! Performing is an essential part of the musical experience, and the classroom is a great place to get started! 

 

Resources Needed On-site people, facilities: Rehearsal space, instruments, coaches if possible 
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Equipment: Instruments 

Materials: Notebooks, song printouts 

Community Resources:  

 

Reflection Methods 
(how individual, team, 
and/or whole class will 
reflect during/at end of 
project) 
 
 

Journal/Learning Log 
- Daily reflection log including Goals, Strategies, and a 

Reflection. 

Focus Group 

Whole-Class Discussion 
 
Circle Process at end of project reflecting on following 
questions: 

- What does it take to create a band? 
- What challenges did you and your band encounter as you 

prepared this piece? How did you solve them? 
- What was it like to perform for an audience? How could 

we make it easier next time? 

Fishbowl Discussion 

Survey Other: 

Academic Language 
Supports 
 

Language Supports for Journal 
Language Supports for Circle Process 

 

Notes: 
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PROJECT DESIGN: STUDENT LEARNING GUIDE 

Project: Join a Band 

Driving Question: How do musicians work in small groups to learn and rehearse music? What skills do they need? How do they make decisions 
about music? What other decisions do they need to make? 
 

Final Product(s)  
Presentations, Performances, Products and/or Services 

Learning Outcomes/Targets 
knowledge, understanding & success skills 

needed  
by students to successfully complete products 

Checkpoints/Formative Assessments 
to check for learning and ensure  

students are on track 

Instructional Strategies for All 
Learners 

provided by teacher, other staff, experts; 
includes  

scaffolds, materials, lessons aligned to 
learning outcomes and formative 

assessments 
(individual and team) 

 
Selection Form 

- What pieces did you select? 
- How does this piece fit each of the 

selection criteria? 
Journal Prompt #1 

- What piece did your team select? What do 
you think about this piece? What 
challenges do you expect to encounter? 

 
Analysis and Interpretation Form  

- What do you hear in the music? 
- How does the composer or songwriter use 

each of these musical elements? 
- What does the music mean? What is the 

core message of the piece? 
- What challenges do you expect to 

encounter? 
- What strategies will you use for each 

challenge? 
Journal Prompt #2 

- What is the core idea and message of the 
song? 

- What does this mean to you? How is this 

I can select music based on my personal 
musical interests, my current technical 
skills, and the context of the performance. 
 

Selection Form 
Conference With Groups 
Individual Journals 
 

Academic Language Supports 
Suggested Repertoire Lists 
Ultimate-Guitar 
Yousician and other Tutorial Apps / 
Sites 
Cooperative Learning 

I can identify musical characteristics, 
context, and important factors in my 
musical selection. 
 

Analysis and Interpretation Form 
Conference With Groups 
Individual Journals 

Academic Language Supports 
Appropriate Research Resources 
Direct Instruction in Musical Analysis, 
Interpretation, and Research 
Cooperative Learning 

I can apply criteria to critique 
performances and identify practice 
strategies to address performance 
challenges. 
 

Critique Elements and Practice – DI Lesson 
Critique Form w/ Supports 
Practice Strategy 

Direct Instruction 
- Critique Elements 
- Practice Strategies 

 

I can perform with expression and 
technical accuracy and demonstrate 
sensitivity to the audience and an 
understanding of the context. 

Recorded Performances 
Creative Process Reflection 
Peer Feedback Protocol 

- Audience 
- Performers 

Group Conferences 

Recorded Performances 
Provide Click-Tracks or 
Accompaniment Tracks for Students 
who need more support and structure. 
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message important in your life? What 
connections can you make to your own 
experience or life? 

Group Conference #1 – Analysis and 
Interpretation 

- What does your music mean? What is it 
about? 

- What are the significant musical 
characteristics of this piece? 

- What are your rehearsal priorities as you 
start to prepare this piece? 

Critique Form 
- Identify success criteria 
- Critique language 
- Practice Strategies 
- Practice Strategies Priorities 

Peer Feedback Protocol 
- Critical Elements 
- Positive Feedback 
- Deltas and Changes 
- Inter-Group Feedback 

Group Conference #2 – Circle Process 
- How did your performance go? 
- What would you do differently in 

preparing for this performance? 
- How did you work together? Without 

accusing or placing blame, what would 
you do differently in terms of 
communicating and relating with each 
other? 

- What did you learn in this process? 
Journal Prompt #3 – Creative Process Reflection 

- What did you learn about selecting music 
through this process? 

- What did you learn about analyzing music 
and communicating meaning through this 
process? 

- What did you learn about rehearsing music 
through this process? 

- What did you learn about performing 
music through this process? 

- What grade do you think your group 
should earn for the performance? 
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- What grade do you think you should earn 
for the performance? 
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Resource List 
 
National Arts Standards 
Assessment Book 
Constructing Meaning 


